
 

Friday 25 November 2016 

  

 

   

  News Update   

   

   

  AN UPDATE ON CONSULTATION DATES FOR TRANSFORMATION    

  

 

You will recall that we have been planning to go to public consultation in January 2017 on 

our service transformation proposals. We have been listening to the views of the public 

during our various engagement activities and developing proposals which are now being 

reviewed by NHS England. 

 

Subject to approval by NHS England, we will commence public consultation in January 

2017 on changing the way some services work including critical care, stroke services and 

maternity services in the north of the county. 

 

It has been decided that more work is necessary to develop the options around the future 

of community hospitals, emergency care services and children’s services, and ensure we 

have more engagement of clinicians and other stakeholders. Public consultation on how 

these services are delivered will start after the County Council elections in May 2017. For 

more information click here 

 

To view a report on the full engagement activity we've carried out as part of the 

transformation programme from September to November 2016 click here 

   

  

    

      
 

   

  JOIN OCCG AT THE BOARD MEETING IN WITNEY - 29 NOVEMBER    

https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=2503&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=2509&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=1105&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=178&mailid=501


  

 

Local residents are invited to attend the meeting on Tuesday 29 November at the Witney 

Methodist Church, 40 High Street, Witney, OX28 6HG (9am to 12.45pm). 

 

It will include an update on the progress OCCG is making to improve patient care further, 

and a report on its financial recovery plan. 

 

For more information on how to submit a question to the Board and to view the meeting 

agenda click here  

 

   

  

    

      
 

   

  SPECIALIST CLINICIAN JOINS TOWNLANDS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL    

  

 

The Townlands Stakeholder Reference Group is pleased to confirm that a full time 

Associate Specialist has been appointed to the Rapid Access Care Unit at Townlands 

Memorial  Hospital in Henley-on-Thames.   

 

The new appointee will start in December, and in the meantime the hospital will continue 

to be supported by a consultant locum who has been working two days a week since 

November.   

 

For more information on the appointment click here  

 

 

 

   

  

    

      
 

   

  MAKE BETTER USE OF YOUR HIGH STREET PHARMACIST THIS WINTER    

  

 

The Self Care Forum is calling on people to make more use of their local pharmacist this 

winter to help ease the burden on frontline NHS services. 

 

The Forum highlights the high number of consultations with GPs and visits to A&E 

nationally by patients with common ailments – health issues that could be dealt with by 

their local pharmacist.  

 

For more information click here and to find a pharmacy near you click here 

   

  

    

      
 

   

  Reminders   

   

   

  PREGNANT WOMEN ADVISED TO GET A FLU VACCINATION     

https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3536&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3537&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3538&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3539&mailid=501


  

 

OCCG is urging pregnant women across Oxfordshire to protect themselves and their 

unborn child from flu by getting the flu jab this winter.  

 

Dr Andrew Burnett, Urgent Care Lead at OCCG said: 'Pregnant women are urged to get a 

vaccine as soon as possible to minimise the risk to themselves and their babies. The flu 

vaccine is safe during any stage of pregnancy. So ask your GP, pharmacist or midwife 

about the free flu jab now.' 

 

To watch a video of Dr Burnett explain why pregnant women need the flu vaccine click 

here People with learning disabilities and their carers and can also have a free flu jab to 

help protect them this winter. Visit NHS Choices for more information on the vaccine.  

  

    

      
 

   

  HEALTH INEQUALITIES COMMISSION PUBLISHES ITS FINDINGS    

  

 

You can read the Commission's recommendations to narrow the health and wellbeing 

gaps which divide communities in Oxfordshire.  

 

The Commission was set up earlier this year by the Oxfordshire Health and Wellbeing 

Board to recommend steps to tackle health inequalities and was independently chaired 

by Professor Sian Griffiths (pictured).  

 

The report will be officially launched in Oxford on Thursday 1 December 2016. To read 

more about the findings of the Commission click here 

  

    

      
 

   

  CONSULTATION ON THE CARERS' STRATEGY - CLOSES 28 NOVEMBER    

  

 

Oxfordshire County Council and OCCG are undertaking a joint consultation on the 

Oxfordshire Carers' Strategy 2017-2020 and future options for carers’ personal budgets. 

  

To read more about the strategy and to take part in the consultation click here You can 

also contact Angela Strange, Commissioning Manager at OCCG for more information, 

email: angela.strange@oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk - the consultation closes on Monday 28 

November 2016.  

  

    

      
 

   

  OXFORDSHIRE'S MINOR EYE CONDITIONS SERVICE CAN HELP YOU    

  

 

We now have a new minor eye conditions service which has been developed with the 

support of the ophthalmology patient advisory group in Oxfordshire.  

 

You can now visit your participating local optician to be assessed and treated free for a 

variety of minor eye conditions such as red eye or eyelids, flashes or floaters, in-growing 

eyelashes and more conditions. 

 

The service does not provide eye tests and some conditions are better suited to 

immediate referral to eye casualty - please ask your optometrist, pharmacist or GP if 

unsure. For more information on the service click here 

  

    

https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3405&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3405&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3088&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3407&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=2819&mailid=501
mailto:angela.strange@oxfordshireccg.nhs.uk
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3097&mailid=501


      
 

   

  FIND HEALTH SERVICES NEAR YOU VIA OUR SMART PHONE APP    

  

 

OCCG has launched a new phone app to help you find local health services quickly. You 

can also book a GP appointment via the app.  

 

‘Health and Care Oxfordshire’ provides advice on when it might be best to visit a 

pharmacist or a GP and when to call NHS 111, and when self-care at home might be 

more appropriate. It highlights the type of injuries or illnesses seen at minor injuries units 

and first aid units in Oxfordshire. 

 

To download the app for iphones click here and for Androids click here 

  

    

      
 

   

  'OPEN UP'  AND HELP REDUCE MEDICINES WASTE IN OXFORDSHIRE   

  

 

OCCG is supporting the 'Open Up' campaign to help drive down medicines waste and to 

ensure people use medicines safely. 

 

The campaign encourages patients to talk to their healthcare professional if they have 

medicines that are prescribed to them that are not used, or patients have stopped taking a 

medication as it does not suit them.   

 

For more information on the campaign, which runs until December 2016 click here  

  

    

      
 

   

  Partnership Information   

   

   

  WORK ON ENERGY PROJECT STARTS IN HEADINGTON ON 28 NOVEMBER   

  

 

The Energy Link work to carry hot water, electricity and data between the John Radcliife 

and Churchill Hospitals in Oxford starts on Monday 28 November 2016 and runs until May 

of next year.  

 

Work gets underway at All Saints Road junction with Barrington Close onto Lime Walk in 

Headington (where there will be temporary three-way traffic lights) and from Latimer Road 

down to the junction with Latimer Grange. For more information click here  

  

    

      
 

   

  HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE SALE OF SUGARY DRINKS IN HOSPITALS    

https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=2767&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=2768&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=2678&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=2678&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=1637&mailid=501


  

 

NHS England’s Chief Executive Simon Stevens is calling on patients and the public to 

have their say in a ten week consultation on plans to cut the sales of sugary drinks sold in 

hospitals.  

 

The formal consultation gives details of a proposed new fee to be paid by vendors and 

seeks views on an outright ban, as well as alternative measures to reduce sales of sugary 

drinks. To take part in the consultation which closes on 18 January 2017 click here 

  

    

      
 

   

  GIVING YOUNG PEOPLE A VOICE ON HOW LOCAL SERVICES ARE RUN    

  

 

Around 40 children from local Oxfordshire schools tried their hands at being councillors 

during 'Takeover day' at County Hall to promote the voices of young people. 

 

During the event this month the youngsters shared ideas on how to improve the NHS and 

chose ‘VOXY’ – the Voice of Oxfordshire Youth as the name of their new youth forum.  

 

It will ensure young people’s opinions, views and ideas are heard and help to influence 

future decisions made by OCCG, the NHS, local councils and voluntary organisations. For 

more information click here 

  

    

      
 

   

  JOIN THE 'PEOPLE'S TRANSFORMATHON DAY' - 28 NOVEMBER    

  This is a free online event which takes place on Monday 28 November midday to 8pm (GMT) and is available all over the 

world. It brings together patients, carers, service users, volunteers and staff from across health and care systems in the UK 

and overseas to connect, share, and learn from one another. 

 

The event will showcase the latest innovations, practices, and methods to inspire you to enable change to happen. For more 

information and to find out how to take part click here    

  

   

      
 

   

  CHARITY TRIAGE LAUNCHED TO HELP STRUGGLING ORGANISATIONS    

  A new service to help charities that are facing an uncertain future and struggling to survive has been launched. 

Oxfordshire Community Foundation and partners set up Charity Triage to provide confidential support on funding, 

leadership, training and other issues. For a nomination form to apply for support email: simon@oxfordshire.org 

  

   

      
 

   

  Locality News   

   

   

  LOCALITY PPG FORUM 'PUBLIC' MEETINGS IN OXFORDSHIRE   

https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3541&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3542&mailid=501
https://mailer.scwcsu.nhs.uk/index.php?subid=712&option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&urlid=3543&mailid=501
mailto:simon@oxfordshire.org


  

 

There will be further public meetings taking place in the localities over the next few 

months. We'll provide you with more details of these meetings via this newsletter once 

they have been finalised. 

  

    

      
 

 

  

Please contact Richard McCrann at South, Central and West Commissioning Support Unit 
Communications Team if you have any questions about this e-bulletin: richard.mccrann@nhs.net 

  

  

 

mailto:richard.mccrann@nhs.net

